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1 . (Currently amended) A shackle assembly for transporting a poultry carcass 
suspended by its legs along a processing path and over a weighing scale track for weighing 
the carcass, the shackle assembly comprising: 
a trolley support; 

a bird carrier for suspending the poultry carcass by its legs: 

a trolley mounted to said troll e y support bird carrier for engaging the weighing scale 

track; 

a bird carri e r for susp e nding th e poultry carcass by its logs; 

turning means mounted to said trolley support and operatively connected to said bird 
carrier for rotating said trolley support and said bird carrier in unison: and 

telescopic connector means ler including a tubular support and a rod received 
therein telescopically cormecting said trolley support to said bird carrier and suspending said 
bird earner from said trolley support; and said telescopic connector means configured for 
providing a weight measurement consisting essentially of the weight of said bird carrier, 
said trolley, and the carcass, in response to said shackle assembly engaging the weighing 
scale. 

turning m e ans mounted to said troll e y support and op e rativ e ly conn e ct e d to said bird 
carri e r for rotating said trolley support and said bird carri e r in unison. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims 
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2. (Original) The shackle assembly of claim 1, wherein said telescopic 
connector means includes 

an elongated slot for receiv i ng said trolley, one of naid trnllny p . iip pnr ^ nr i i inii bird 
carrier having a tubular oupport rod dofining a central paasago and the other of said trolley 
support and said bird carrier having a rod extending into said central pasaage . 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently amended) The shackle assembly of claim i 2, wherein said 
telescopic connector means fiirther includes said tubular support and said rod defining 
aligned openings; and wherein said trolley includes a wheel axle extending through said 
aligned openings for engaging said tubular support and said rod; at least one of said aligned 
openings also being of larger breadth than a cross-sectional breadth of said wheel axle for 
pemiitting telescopic movement between said tubular support and said rod in a substantially 
non-rotating relationship. 

5. (Currently amended) The shackle assembly of claim 4 wherein said larger- 
breadth opening is arranged in said tubular support red. 

6. (Currently amended) A shackle assembly for transporting a poultry carcass 
suspended by its legs along a processing path and over a weighing scale track for weighing 
the carcass, the shackle assembly comprising: 

a trolley support: 
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a trolley mounted to said trolley support for engaging the weighing scale track: 

a bird carrier for suspending the poultry carcass by its legs: 

telescopic connector means for telescopically connecting said trolley support to said 
bird earner and suspending said bird carrier from said trolley support: 

turning means mounted to said trolley support and operatively connected to said bird 
carrier for rotating said trolley support and said bird carrier in unison. 

said telescopic connector means including one of said trolley support and said bird 
earner having a tubular support rod defming a central passage and the other of said trolley 
support and said bird carrier having a rod extending into said central passage. 

said telescopic connector means including said trolley support having a tubular 
su pport rod defining a central passage. 

said bird carrier having a rod extending into said central passage of said tubular 
support, 

said telescopic connector means further including said tubular support and said rod 
defining aligned openings, and wherein said trolley includes a wheel axle extending through 
said aligned openings for engaging said tubular support and said rod, at least one of said 
aligned openings also being of larger breadth than a cross-sectional breadth of said wheel 
axle for permitting telescopic movement between said tubular support and said rod in a 
substantially non-rotating relationship. 

said larger-breadth opening being arranged in said tubular support rod, and 
Th e shacld e ass e mbly of claim 5 wh e r e in said turning means including a pin for 
indicating an angular position of the turning means. 
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7. (Currently amended) A shackle assembly for transporting a poultry carcass 
suspended by its legs along a processing path and over a weighing scale for weighing the 
carcass, the shackle assembly comprising: 

a trolley support; 

g troll e y mount e d to said troll e y support for engaging the weighing scalo; 

a bird carrier for suspending a poultry carcass by its legs, said bird carrier supported 
by said trolley support; 

a trolley mounted to said bird carrier for engaging the weighing scale: 

turning me ans, mounted to said trolley support, for rotating said trolley support 
together with said bird carrier, in response to engagement bv a cam along the processing 
path: and 

connector means for non rotatably and telescopically connecting said bird carrier to 
said trolley support; afid said connector means configured for providing a weight 
measurement consisting essentially of the weight of said bird carrier, said trolley, and the 
carcass, when said shackle assembly engages the weighing scale. 

turning means, mount e d to said trolley support, for turning said bird carrier in 
r e sponse to e ngagement by a cam along th e processing path. 

8. (Original) The shackle assembly of claim 7, wherein said connector means 
comprises said trolley support and said bird carrier having overlapping ends with aligned 
openings extending therethrough, and said trolley having a wheel axle extending through 
said aligned openings. 
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9. (Original) The shackle assembly of claim 8, wherein said overlapping ends 
are adapted to move axially with respect to each other in response to the trolley passing over 
the weighing scale. 

1 0. (Original) The shackle assembly of claim 8, wherein said telescopic 
connector means includes one of said trolley support and said bird carrier having a tubular 
support defming a central passage and the other of said trolley support and said bird carrier 
having a rod extending into said central passage. 

1 1 . (Original) The shackle assembly of claim 1 0, wherein a top end of said rod 
is fixed to said trolley support and a top end of said tubular support slideably receives said 
rod. 

12. (Original) The shackle assembly of claim 1 1 wherein said bird carrier is 
fixed to a bottom end of said tubular support. 

1 3 . (Original) The shackle assembly of claim 1 0, wherein a top end of said 
tubular support is fixed to said trolley support and a bottom end of said tubular support 
slideably receives said rod. 

14. (Original) The shackle assembly of claim 13, wherein said bird carrier is 
fixed to a bottom end of said rod. 
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15. (Original) The shackle assembly of claim 9, wherein one of said aligned 

openings is a slotted opening. 

1 6. (Currently amended) The shackle assembly of claim 1 5, wherein said 
slotted opening is formed in one of said rod and said tubular support . 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently amended) A shackle assembly for transporting a poultry carcass 
suspended by its legs al ong a processing path and over a weighing scale for weighing the 
carcass, the shackle assembly comprising: 

a trolley support: 

a trolley mounted to said trolley support for engaging the weighing scale: 

a bird carrier f or suspending a poultry carcass by its legs, said bird carrier supported 
by said trolley support: 

connector means for non-rotatably and telescopically connecting said bird carrier to 
said trolley support: and 

turning means mounted to said trolley support for turning said bird carrier in 
res ponse to engagement by a cam along the processing path. 

said connector means comprising said trolley support and said bird carrier having 
overlapping ends vyith aligned openings extending there through, and said trolley having a 
wheel axle extending through said aligned openings. 
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said overlapping ends being adapted to move axiallv with respect to each other in 

response to the trolley passing over the weighing scale. 

one of said aligned openings being a slotted opening, 

said slotted opening being formed in said tubular support, and 

Th e shacld e ass e mbly of claim 17, wherein said turning means includes a pin for 

indicating an angular position of the turning means. 

19. (Currently amended) A method of processing poultry carcasses as the 
carcasses move along a poultry processing path and for weighing the carcasses on a 
weighing scale as the carcasses are moved along the processing path, the method 
comprising: 

suspending th e carcass e s a bird carcass from the bird carrier a shaolde having a 
troll e y support with a troll e y attach e d therete and a bird carri e r conn e ct e d to said trolley 
support, and whil e th e carcass is suspended : 

passing the bird carrier troll e y over the weighing scale; 

in response to passing the bird carrier troll e y over the weighing scale, 
telescopicallv lifting the bird carrier and the bird with respect to the trolley support using the 
seale; and 

w e ighing the carcass obtaining a weight measurement consisting essentially 
of the weight of the bird carrier and the carcass as the carcass passes over the scale; 
turning the carcasses about a vertical axis; and 
cutting the carcass into segments. 
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20. (Original) The method of claim 1 9 wherein the step of turning the carcasses 
about a vertical axis comprises: 

moving the trolley support along the processing path; and 
engaging a cam follower mounted on the trolley support with a cam positioned 
along the processing path. 

2 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 9 wherein the step of 
teiescopicallv lifting the bird and the bird carrier with respect to the trolley support 
comprises oneof telescoping the bird carrier v/ith respect to said trolley support and of 
telescoping the trolley support with respect to said bird carrier. 

22. (Cancelled) 

Please add the follovWng new claims: 

23. (New) A shackle assembly for transporting a poultry carcass suspended by 
its legs along a processing path including a weighing scale track of a weight scale for 
weighing the carcass, the shackle assembly comprising: 

a vertically disposed upper rod assembly including an upper rod, and a turning 
means configured for rotating said upper rod; 

a vertically disposed lower rod assembly including a lower rod, a stirrup at the 
bottom end of said lower rod for suspending the poultry carcass by its legs, and a trolley 
attached to an upper portion of said lower rod, said trolley comprising a wheel axle 
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extending horizontally through said lower rod and at least two wheels mounted on said 
axle straddling said lower rod, and wherein said trolley is configured for engaging said 
shackle assembly to said weighing scale track and moving said shackle assembly along 
the processing path; and 

a telescopic connector that couples said upper rod assembly to said lower rod 
assembly, said telescopic connector comprising a tubular support longitudinally attached 
to a lower end of said upper rod, 

said tubular support defining a central passage configured to slideably receive said 
lower rod, 

said tubular support defining a horizontally aligned pair of slotted openings 
intersecting said central passage configured for receiving said wheel axle, wherein each 
slotted opening has a width generally sized to the diameter of said wheel axle and a 
height sized for slideable vertical movement of said wheel axle when said shackle 
assembly is transported over the weighing scale track, 

wherein upon slideable vertical movement upward of said wheel axle, the weight 
measured by the weighing scale consists essentially of the weight of said lower rod 
assembly together with suspended carcass. 

24. (New) The shackle assembly of claim 23, wherein the processing path 
includes a treatment station comprising a cut up module, wherein said turning means 
includes a protrusion for indicating a radial position of said upper rod, wherein said 
turning means is employed to position the shackle assembly for cutting the carcass, and 
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the shackle assembly holds the carcass substantially stationary thereon to allow cutting 
of the carcass. 

25. (New) A shackle assembly for transporting a poultry carcass suspended by 
its legs along a processing path including a weighing scale track of a weight scale for 
weighing the carcass, the shackle assembly comprising: 

a vertically disposed upper rod assembly including an upper rod, and a turning 
means configured for rotating said upper rod; 

a vertically disposed tubular support assembly including a stirrup at the bottom 
end of said tubular support for suspending the poultry carcass by its legs, and a trolley 
attached to an upper portion of said tubular support, said trolley comprising a wheel axle 
extending horizontally through said tubular support and at least two wheels mounted on 
said wheel axle straddling said tubular support, said trolley being configured for 
supporting said shackle assembly on said weighing scale track, and 

a telescopic connector comprising said tubular support defining a central passage 
configured to slideably receive said upper rod, 

said upper rod includes a horizontally aligned pair of slotted openings intersecting 
said central passageway configured for receiving said wheel axle, wherein each slotted 
opening has a width generally sized to the diameter of said wheel axle and a height sized 
for slideable vertical movement of said wheel axle when said shackle assembly is 
transported over the weighing scale track, 
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wherein upon slideable vertical movement upward of said wheel axle, the weight 
measured by the weighing scale consists essentially of the weight of said tubular support 
assembly together with suspended carcass. 



26. (New) The shackle assembly of claim 25, and further including: 
a position indicating means rotatable with said turning means for indicating a radial 
position of said upper rod. 
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